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This Week's Headlines 
February 18, 2008 
I NEWS 
More controversy from the good old DSU. This never gets old. 
-J.J. McCullough, page 4 
OPINIONS 
Give TV a break, it's not as bad as the hipsters say. 
-Aime Ouellette, page 11 
FEATURES 
Ra, Zeus, Bhudda, Allah ••• Google? 
-Garth Mclennan, page 14 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Star Wars Episode ••• 7? Can it be true? 
-Garth Mclennan, page 17 
SPORTS 
What ever happened to the Hulkster? And Air Jordan? 
-Garth Mclennan once again, page 23 
WRITE FOR US I • 
Anyone can get published in the Other 
Press. The weekly deadline for submissions 
is Thursday for publication the following 
Thursday. Letters to the Editor and "time-
sensitive" articles (weekend news, sports, 
and cultural reviews) will be accepted until 
Saturday noon and can be submitted to the 
editor at: editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
All other submissions should be forwarded 
to the appropriate section editor. Please 
include your name, email address, word 
count, and submit via email as an MS 
Word. doc attachment to the attention of the 
appropriate editor. 
The Other Press will pay $50 to any 
student who writes an article of at least 
1,500 words for the newspaper's "features" 
section. Submit story ideas to the Editor in 
Chief. 
The Other Press holds weekly staff 
meetings at 6 PM on Mondays in room 
1020. All interested students are welcome. 
NEWS SUBMISSIONS 
news@theotherpress.ca 
SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 
sports@theotherpress.ca 
Aa..E SUBMISSIONS 
arts@theotherpress.ca 
FEATURE ARTICLES 
editor@theotherpress.ca 
OPINION SUBMISSIONS 
opinions@theotherpress.ca 
WHO WEARE 
The Other Press has been Douglas College 's student newspaper since 1976. Since 1978 we have been 
an autonomous publication, independent of the student union. Today we are registered society under the 
Society Act of British Columbia, governed by a board of directors. Our head office is located in the New 
Westminster campus. 
The Other Press is published weekly during the fall and winter semesters, and monthly during the 
summer. We receive our funding from a student levy collected through tutition fees every semester 
2 
at registration, and from local and national advertising revenue. The Other Press is a member of the 
Canadian University Press (CUP), a syndicate of student newspapers that includes papers from all across 
Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the right to choose what we will publish, and we will not publish material that 
is hateful, obscene, or condones or promotes illegal activities. Submissions may be edited for clarity and 
brevity if necessary. All images used are copyright to their respective owners. 
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Back in the Game 
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
Wow, is all I can say. No more shall I complain 
about an understaffed paper! After pouring though an 
abundance of applications, last week the Other Press 
finally hired a permanent news editor, assistant news 
editor, and opinions editor, meaning for the first time 
in nearly a year, the Douglas College student paper is 
operating with a full staff. And what a fine team it is. 
All three of them, Nikalas K.ryzanowski, Monica 
Carino, and Aimee Ouellette, respectively, are 
enormously talented and motivated individuals, and 
POISON PEN 
I am honestly quite excited to see the kind of work 
they'll be churning out in coming weeks. Couple 
that with the talents of Brian Yoo, who took over as 
graphics editor last week, and you have the recipe 
for a truly winning paper. 
Of course, all this gushing doesn't mean there 
isn't still a place for you at the Other Press. These 
new editors need help coming up with stuff to fill 
their sections, after all. So write us an editorial, 
review a movie, or rant about your favourite sports 
team. No matter what we've got planned for any 
given week, I can always make room for the content 
of new writers. 
So what do we have going on this week you 
ask? Oh, quite a few fun and exciting things. I wrote 
a rather long piece on the current staffing crisis I 
conspiracy theories plaguing the Douglas Students' 
Union at present, which I reckon is interesting if 
you care about such things. Our new news team has 
some coverage of recent developments on the public 
transportation front, which God knows never ceases 
to be a source of constant frustration and outrage. 
In Opinions, Aimee has written an interesting 
piece about the recent worldwide protests against 
the purported "church" of Scientology, as well as 
a spirited defence of television as the dominant 
by d.d. McCullough 
cultural medium of our time. 
Good old Luke Simcoe offers up his usual fair in 
A&E, including another fine round of "Take Eight," 
(which I must say easily wins my endorsement as 
favourite new OP feature), while all-star Sports 
Editor Garth McLennan once again keeps us all up-
to-date on the latest signing bonuses and trades in 
the wide world of professional athleticism. And of 
course, Salty Liam's humour section doesn't fail to 
disappoint either, once again offering his traditional 
home cooked blend of satire and Soduku we have all 
come to know and love. 
Yes, a pretty fine paper I must say. Good 
writing, snazzy pictures, clean, well-starched 
newsprint. The Other Press is not always a popular 
newspaper, I realize, but when we do things well, 
we do things very well indeed. Why, I'd say that the 
paper is really only missing one thing at this point: 
YOU! Okay, and maybe some less corny recruiting 
slogans. 
J..J. McCuUough 
Editor in Chief of the Other Press 
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News Nikalas Kryzanowski, News Editor and Monica Carino, Associate News Editor news@theotherpress.ca 
Staffing Crisis Prevents Student Union from 
Leaving Receivership Status 
Leaked documents imply former SFU politician could be hired as manager 
By J.J. McCullough, Editor in Chief 
Though last semester the Other Press 
reported that the Douglas Students ' Union 
(DSU) was likely to emerge from its state 
of court-ordered receivership by early 
2008, those optimistic predictions now 
seem premature. Though the DSU has 
finally completed all of its outstanding 
financial audits-one of the key matters 
of contention between the student union 
and the College administration-the 
union has still not returned to court to 
formally request its receivership status 
be alleviated. The reasons why center 
around an ongoing debate within the 
DSU as to what exactly constitutes 
full compliance with the original court 
order. 
Receivership status was originally 
imposed on the DSU in January of 2007 
after the administration of Douglas 
College stopped transferring funds to 
the student union, alleging the student 
government was in a state of severe 
financial disarray. The union, in turn, sued 
the College, and as a compromise solution 
to the impasse, Justice David Brine of 
the Supreme Court of British Columbia 
agreed to place the student union in a 
state of financial receivership, handing 
over all of the DSU's financial authority, 
and much of its political authority, to 
an appointed Receiver-Manager whose 
powers would supersede that of the 
student union's elected board of directors. 
As is customary in such cases, the 
presiding judge listed a number of criteria 
that the student union would have to fulfill 
to his satisfaction before the receivership 
status could be revoked by the courts, and 
full political and economic power could 
be returned to student board. Though the 
completion of a number of outstanding 
financial audits was the main criteria, the 
court order-which the Other Press has 
been unable to obtain-evidently spells 
out other demands as well, including 
a broad demand that the DSU institute 
internal reforms of its fiscal management 
department to demonstrate a commitment 
to long-term financial competence. 
According to members of the 
DSU Board who spoke with the Other 
Press, the Board, as well as Marne 
Jensen, the court-appointed receiver-
manager, believe that it is necessary for 
the student union to hire a permanent 
director of finances in order to bring in a 
level of long-term financial competence 
that will satisfy the courts. At present, 
DSU finances are managed entirely by 
Jensen, who will leave Douglas once 
receivership is revoked. The DSU has 
not had a permanent financial director 
since the last occupant of the office, Joey 
Hansen, left amid controversy in late 
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A leaked spreadsheet from CFS-BC headquarters shows hiring plans for different schools. 
2006. 
Though all parties agree on the 
need to hire an eventual replacement 
for Hansen, Geoffrey Lenahan, the DSU 
internal relations officer, who is charged 
with managing the student union's 
staffing issues, claimed that he believes 
Jensen- who presently holds hiring 
authority-has not made the matter 
enough of a priority, and has instead 
directed much of her energy towards 
perusing the appointment of a "general 
manager" for the DSU. At many schools, 
the student union general manager is 
the highest-ranking member of the 
student union's permanent unelected 
staff, reporting to the board of directors 
but exercising much of the day-to-day 
authority over all of the student union's 
other staff members, including financial 
staff. Jensen herself currently serves as 
general manager of the University of 
Victoria students' union, in addition to 
her Douglas College duties. 
"[Jensen] feels that a general 
manager would put the DSU in a good 
position in the long term," said Lenahan, 
"but I think we need to get the financial 
staff sorted out first , then we can work 
on all that other stuff later." 
Though they are praisedforincreasing 
staff efficiency and accountability, 
student union general managers also 
have a tendency to emerge as highly 
controversial figures. The labour unions 
that represent student union employees 
tend to oppose them, as they are seen 
to bring too much hierarchical structure 
between the board and staff. According 
to Lenahan, the union that represents 
current DSU staff is not in favour of 
creating such a position. 
The level of power exercised by a 
general manager can also become highly 
controversial if the general manager is 
seen to have strong political agendas 
that clash with that of the board. Much 
of this latter controversy is tied to the 
ongoing divide between supporters and 
opponents of the Canadian Federation 
of Students (CFS), a feud that continues 
to colour virtually every level of student 
politics in British Columbia, especially 
at Douglas, where opinion remains 
strongly polarized. Critics of the CFS-
who commonly seek to portray the lobby 
group as unduly power-hungry- have 
long characterized general manager 
positions as offices in which pro-CFS 
politicians can be installed to institute 
control over weak student union boards 
and staff. CFS supporters, by contrast, 
argue that pro-CFS general managers 
are frequently the most experienced and 
qualified-traits that can sometimes be 
misunderstood. 
In the Douglas context, this particular 
controversy has now garnered renewed 
intensity in the wake of a high-profile 
leak of several confidential CFS internal 
memos that seem to imply that the CFS's 
British Columbia branch favours the 
hiring of Tiffany Kalanj, a prominent 
CFS supporter, to an unspecified job at 
the Douglas Students' Union. Though 
the Canadian Federation of Students 
does not have the authority to hire staff 
at its member schools, the organization 
does hold considerable sway with 
many student politicians, as well as the 
Canadian Union of Public employees, 
which represents most student staff in 
British Columbia. 
The leaked internal documents, 
which were accidently sent via email 
to numerous student politicians across 
British Columbia on January 29, 2008, 
provide a short list ofBC schools matched 
up with various individuals under a 
header that reads, "hiring." Kalanj's 
name is located next to "Local 18," the 
CFS number for Douglas College. 
At present, Kalanj serves on the staff 
of the Vancouver Community College 
students' union as well as a member of 
the board of directors of CUPE local 15. 
She previously served as a member of the 
Simon Fraser Student Society's board of 
directors, and has been active within the 
Canadian Federations of Students. 
In anti-CFS circles, Kalanj remains 
a controversial figure, largely because of 
her perceived links to supposed "CFS 
insiders." Most infamously, Kalanj was 
at one time a close friend and political 
ally of Shawn Hunsdale, pro-CFS 
former president of the Simon Fraser 
University Student Society (SFSS) who 
was impeached from office in the winter 
of 2006. Among other allegations, 
Hunsdale was accused plotting to fire 
SFSS staff and replace them with new 
people more favourably inclined to the 
CFS, though little was ever concretely 
proven. 
Derrick Harder, the current and 
strongly anti-CFS president of the SFU 
student union, was a participant in the 
movement to impeach Hunsdale, and 
is now leading his school's crusade 
to leave the CFS. A former CFS 
supporter, Harder he ran for election 
in 2003 as part of a student political 
party headed by Kalanj, but has since 
become an outspoken critic of her. 
"I don't believe she has the proper 
conception of the role of staff at a 
student union versus the role of the 
elected officials," said Harder, claiming 
he believed Kalanj would seek to "run" 
the DSU single-handedly if appointed. 
Kalanj for her part claimed she 
was unaware and uninterested in any 
efforts to recruit her to office. "I have 
not been asked nor am I interested in 
applying for a position with the DSU," 
she said when asked to comment. CFS-
BC has in turn claimed that the leaked 
memo was merely the "personal notes" 
of a staff member, and did not represent 
a statement of formal CFS policy. 
Regardless of whether or not Kalanj 
is ever hired at the DSU, conspiracy 
theories will likely continue to run 
rampant over the DSU's staffing crisis. 
As the receiver manager, Marne Jensen, 
is herself a strong CFS supporter, critics 
will invariably watch whatever future 
hiring decisions she chooses to make 
very closely. Until a staffing decision can 
be made one way or another, however, it 
looks as if the DSU's receivership status 
may not be going away any time in the 
near future . 
Douglas College Revises 
~~g"~!!!rflews'!!!g U lations 
The provincial government's 
anti-smoking crusade has taken 
on a new intensity following the 
implementation of several new, 
tougher regulations-namely a 
new "seven-metre rule" which 
states that smokers must stay, at 
minimum, seven metres from any 
public windows and entrances 
when they light up. The new rule 
has already been implemented at 
Douglas College despite the fact 
that the policy will not undergo final 
approval until March 1, 2008. 
The government's revised 
Health and Safety Regulation Act, 
which aims to help manage public 
exposure to Environmental Tobacco 
Smoke (ETS) also includes a number 
of other policies. It bans smoking 
in common areas of apartments, 
condominiums, work washrooms and 
lunch rooms, as well as restricting 
smoking at certain outdoor locations 
to designated smoking rooms that 
must be structurally separate from 
other areas. This is all in addition to 
the ban on smoking in bus shelters 
and restaurant patios that will take 
effect later this month. 
When asked about the recent 
changes on smoking regulations, 
Douglas students share a common 
animosity-smoker and non-smoker 
alike. "Rules just change without 
notice and then they expect you to 
know about it as much as they do," 
said a second year business student 
at Douglas. 
According to the recent Health 
Ministry press release, BC has the 
lowest smoking rate in Canada, 
yet the province's anti-smoking 
campaign is still less restrictive than 
similar bylaws in Alberta and Nova 
Scotia. Alberta has banned smoking 
on all outdoor patios as well as 
within five meters of any doorway or 
window, and in all public work places. 
Nova Scotia has banned smoking in 
vehicles carrying children. 
Douglas College has issued no 
formal policy statement regarding 
how it intends to enforce the new 
bylaws. 
Coquitlam Council, Translink 
Seek Public Input on 
Evergreen Line 
By Monica Carino, Associate News Editor 
At a time when Coquitlam city 
councilors are facing increasing 
queries about the light-railline set to 
open in the Tri-Cities area in 2009, a 
committee meeting held last Monday 
attempted to answer some questions 
regarding cost, land use, and station 
locations of the new transit project. 
The line is set to feature 10 
stations over 11 kilometres, linking 
Coquitlam City Centre, Port Moody, 
Lougheed Town Centre and several 
points in between, connecting with 
buses, SkyTrain and the West Coast 
Express. 
"The name 'Evergreen' reflects 
the beauty of the communities where 
the line will travel through, and the 
importance of light-rail public transit 
in helping to preserve and maintain a 
sustainable environment and livable 
region," said TransLink Chairman 
Doug McCallum. 
The core features of the 
Evergreen Line were developed with 
input from residents and have been 
approved by the Trans Link board and 
local municipal councils. TransLink 
continues to seek community 
involvement. A series of public open 
houses has just concluded, with 
more public consultation planned for 
2008. 
City staff are also seeking 
answers on why the capital cost 
for the two proposed routes is the 
same - $1.4 billion - yet the 
annual operating/maintenance cost 
is $10.2 million for the northwest 
route versus $10.8 million for the 
southwest option. 
Following consultation with 
constituents, the Tri-City mayors 
must reach a consensus on route 
preference. They said if the route 
chosen is the southwest, "the 
simplest way of ensuring Riverview 
is not developed is to not build a 
station there." 
Opinions are open for 
Coquitlam residents and can be 
voiced beginning February 19, when 
displays highlighting route options 
and comment cards will be available 
at city hall or at the municipal 
website. 
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Tra·nslink 
Board Gets 
Big Raises 
By Garth McLennan 
RA K 
Just over a month since TransLink hiked fairs 
for riders, the transportation giant has approved 
a plan that will see the body's board of directors 
receive substantial hikes in pay. 
Dale Parker, TransLink's chairman of the board, 
will have his salary rise to a fiat fee of $100,000. All 
other members of the TransLink board will earn an 
annual retainer of $25,000 each. 
The board also voted to pay themselves $1,200 
per meeting, regardless of whether or not board 
members appear in person or via videoconference. 
This marks a dramatic raise from the previous 
board's meeting fee of $200 per session. 
The TransLink board is comprised of eight 
people serving one, two, and three year terms. 
Previously, the TransLink board was made up of 
politicians and the board meetings were open to the 
public. In early 2008, the board was reorganized 
by the provincial government, however, and now 
no longer includes politicians. The new members 
are a part of the corporate business community, 
and are appointed by the government. The new 
members have already drawn fire from the public 
and politicians alike for their refusal to make' their 
board meetings open to the public. 
The board's recent move to give themselves 
raises has been widely condemned by experts and 
pundits. 
"This is so unbelievable and outrageous," said 
Maurine Karagianis, the NDP transportation critic. 
"Obviously, this business expert board is really out 
of touch with real British Columbians. This may 
be what happens in the boardrooms of some of 
their companies, but this is unprecedented in my 
experience with a group that handles taxpayers' 
money and is in fact being paid by taxpayers." 
Derek Corrigan is the mayor of Burnaby and 
he is strongly opposed to the recent actions of 
TransLink. He is also against the board of directors 
being operated by business officials and not by 
politicians. 
"To suggest that we weren't professionals and 
competent people is ludicrous. We were elected 
and we met in public," said Corrigan, who was a 
member of the old board of directors. 
However, it wasn't just prominent political 
figures that were opposed to the rise in pay. The 
majority of ordinary TransLink riders weren't 
happy either. 
"They just increased fares, I thought that was 
kind of dumb to start with. It doesn't seem right," 
said Nancy Zenger, 19. 
"I think its crap," said Michael Baker. "They 
just raised all the prices for riding the train." 
Former NDP premier Mike Harcourt is the man 
who recommended the pay rise and has defended 
the board's decision to do so. He has said that the 
new salary structures aren't out of hand for a board 
that is responsible for the running of a $1 billion 
company. 
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Olympic Organizers Look to Colleges and 
Universities to Staff Games 
By Nikalas Kryzanowski, News Editor 
With the construction of buildings 
well under way and two years to go 
before for the curtains rise on the 
2010 Winter Olympics, the Vancouver 
Olympic Committee (VANOC) has 
embarked on the monumental task 
of filling 25,000 volunteer positions 
to staff the Games. Positions are for 
the duration of the Olympics and 
Paralympics Games, and tasks run the 
spectrum from ticket processing to 
translation services, as well as specific 
sporting event volunteers. 
VANOC has teamed up with 
the popular employment website 
www. workopolis.com to process 
the expected 100,000 volunteer 
applications. There, applicants can 
find information about the positions 
available and the requirements. The 
minimum age for applying is 19 
years as of September 1, 2008, and 
candidates will be subject to an RCMP 
background check. 
Organizers have already begun to 
focus their efforts on area universities 
and colleges, believing that the major 
demographic of volunteers will 
be from the 24 to 35 age bracket. 
Donna Wilson, VANOC's executive 
vice president of Workforce and 
Sustainability was on hand at UBC 
recently. "We're very interested in 
colleges because we believe there are 
a number of students here who would 
like to participate," she said. "What 
we are looking for is someone who 
has a real can-do attitude; someone 
who likes to be around people, who is 
very flexible; those kinds of people." 
Some students at Douglas are 
echoing the festive sentiment of the 
two-year countdown. "Having such 
an honourable event in our backyard 
is wonderful to me," said Audrey 
McDougall , a first year student at 
Douglas. "For all of these magnificent 
individuals from around the world 
to come here to Canada, to represent 
their country, in a positive way all 
striving for the same goal-the gold." 
McDougall, 18, will not be 
eligible to volunteer but she remains 
an upbeat supporter nonetheless, "I 
think by the time the Olympics come 
around I'm sure they will allow some 
people to help out that didn't apply at 
the deadline time." 
• 
vancouver 2010 
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·sank Robberies Soar in Vancouver 
By Garth McLennan 
6 
Bank robbing is becoming much 
more popular in Vancouver this year. 
During January of 2008 there was a 
massive 136 per cent increase in bank 
heists compared to January of 2007 (33 
to 14). 
Bank thefts remain among the 
fastest-growing crimes in Vancouver. In 
2007, for example, there were 185 bank 
thefts, compared to 130 in 2006-a 42 
per cent jump. 
Despite stereotypes of pistol-
brandishing bank robbers, real bank 
robberies continue to be largely non-
violent in their execution, and the 
preferred approach continues to be 
passing notes. The robber waits in line 
and then proceeds to quietly pass the 
teller a note. The note reads that the 
person has a gun and will shoot up the 
bank unless the teller hands over large 
quantities of money. 
"Almost all of our suspects are note-
passers and they'll imply in their note 
that they have a weapon. But no weapon 
is usually produced," said Vancouver 
Police Department spokesperson Tim 
Fanning. 
"The suspect walks into the bank, 
produces a note and calmly waits for 
the teller to give him money," said the 
RCMP spokesman for the City of Surrey, 
Sergeant Roger Morrow. Surrey has one 
suspect who is believed to have robbed 
at least ten banks using this method in 
the past 18 months. 
According to police, many robberies 
continue to be drug-related. Many of 
the bank robbers whose identities have 
been revealed through security camera 
footage have been exposed as victims 
of chronic drug addiction. In such cases, 
the proceeds from robbing banks are 
used by addicts to further support their 
addictions. 
When asked if Vancouver could 
be declared the bank robbery capital of 
the world, Fanning replied that "we are 
certainly in the running." 
"Vancouver does see a large amount 
of bank robberies because we have such 
a drug problem here. The motivation 
behind most bank robberies in this city 
is obviously money, so these people can 
get drugs. Almost all of the bank robbers 
we deal with have addiction problems. 
And that's why they rob banks." 
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SFU-Made Device 
Gives_ New Meaning to 
the Term ''Power Walk'' 
By Nikalas Kryzanowski, News Editor 
T he future may feel a little bit closer 
this week, as researchers at Simon Fraser 
have invented a device that will generate 
clean, efficient electricity on the spot-
using people power. 
The new device attaches to the side of 
your leg and generates roughly five watts 
of constant electricity by harnessing the 
energy of the stride during the walking 
process. In about a minute of walking it 
is enough juice to power a cell phone for 
about ten minutes or an iPod for about 
40. That plethora of different electrical 
chargers lying around your house could 
someday be a thing of the past. 
Max Donelan, director of the SFU 
Locomotion Laboratory and co-inventor 
of the device, says that he hopes that 
one day the machine will catch on with 
the general public. "All of our portable 
devices could start running on people 
power," said Donelan. "You're the juice, 
essentially." While the current device is 
somewhat bulky and will initially cost at 
least a few thousand, Donelan believes 
that as newer models are built, the size, as 
well as the cost will shrink. 
He foresees a wide variety of 
applications for the technology and claims 
that hospitals and the military would likely 
have initial use for it. "It's not unusual for 
a soldier going out for 24 hours to carry 
13 kilograms of batteries. They need them 
for night-vision and communications and 
GPS," he said. "If they could charge a 
smaller central battery with their own 
motion, then you save them from carrying 
that weight." The device currently fits 
to both legs and weighs roughly 1.5 kg 
each. 
The Biomechanical Energy Harvester, 
as it is known, will be featured in the 
February 8, 2008, issue of the American 
journal Science. Though there are similar 
devices that already exist, Donelan's 
generator is different. It works similarly 
to the regenerative brakes of a hybrid 
car. As a driver brakes, the regenerative 
technology collects the kinetic energy 
that would otherwise be dissipated as heat 
when the car slows down. The Harvester 
collects energy from the muscles that 
would otherwise be wasted when a walker 
slows down. 
Donelan's team has received funding 
from the Michael Smith Foundation for 
Health Research, the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council of Canada, 
and the Canadian Institutes for Health 
Research. 
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Opinions 
On Sunday, February 10, 2008, 
masses of people from cities all over the 
world donned masks and gathered in large 
groups to protest against Scientology, 
a lesser-known religious organization 
that one protester called a "dangerous 
cult." One such protest happened here in 
Vancouver, outside the Scientology 
center downtown. 
In Vancouver, we're 
now gearing up to the 2010 
Olympics, and protests are 
a dime a dozen. The recent 
series of protests against 
Scientology didn't draw 
too much media 
attention, but in 
my opinion, they 
should have. 
These protests 
weren't like 
the ones we ' re 
used to, and 
neither were the 
protesters. 
The people 
who showed 
up to protest 
Scientology on February 
weren 't from any specific age 
range, or country, or class, 
or race, or faith. They had 
only one thing in common: 
the Internet. "Anonymous" 
is the name of a loosely knit 
group of hackers, activists, 
and web geeks who have 
decided to band together to 
rid the Internet, and 
the world, of 
Scientology. You may not have heard 
of Anonymous before, but if you spend 
any time at all on the Internet, you've 
probably seen their work. The members 
of Anonymous are largely participants 
in other Internet forums and websites, 
such as 4chan and Something Awful. 
They are often described as the Internet's 
frat boys, and have been known to be 
mean, sexist, and viciously cruel to their 
enemies-but generally only over the 
Internet. The worldwide protests held 
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by Anonymous on February 10, 2008, 
are significant not just because they are 
the first such protests to ever be held 
against Scientology, but also because 
they are an excellent in-real-life ("IRL") 
demonstration of what Internet users call 
trolling: basically, playing pranks and 
stirring up controversy for no real reason 
except for laughs ("lulz"). 
The threatening video a member 
of Anonymous uploaded to 
YouTube features the lines 
"We Are Anonymous. We 
Are Legion. We Do Not 
Forgive. We Do Not Forget. 
Expect Us." Sounds pretty 
frightening, right? 
Add to that the many 
{ posters featuring 
faceless crowds in 
Guy Fawkes masks 
' (like the ones 
popularized in 
the movie version 
of Alan Moore's V 
for Vendetta) , and 
you have all the 
ingredients for a 
really compelling, 
and stylish, struggle. 
But don't be fooled-
Anonymous is no "legion." 
Without the benefit of ironic 
sig tags or trendy masks, they 
are simply a collection of 
people who like to stir shit up. 
As an organization, they have 
no unifying goals or values 
other than an appreciation 
of humour and a fetish for 
anarchy. In fact, the 
movement of Anonymous members 
from Internet trolling into real-world 
politics hasn't been greeted charitably 
by all Internet goons. On www. 
encyclopediadramatica.com, one person 
writes about Anonymous: "This is gay. I 
just want to fix my code and [Photoshop] 
things onto Dakota Fanning's face ." 
I went to the Vancouver-area 
Anonymous protest on Sunday to gather 
comments for the OP, and even though 
support for their first IRL venture has 
varied, I must admit that Anonymous has 
a lot of things going for them as political 
agitators. 
For one, they are great with 
catchy videos and hype-inspiring 
graphics. This is only natural, seeing 
as how /b/tards, Something Awful 
forum goons, and 4Chan members have 
legendary Photoshopping abilities and 
are largely responsible for those LOLCat 
pictures that keep popping up in your 
in box. 
Two, they have picked the perfect 
target: Scientology is considered by some 
people to be a cruel money-making scam, 
and Anonymous alleges that Scientology 
is actually even worse-February 10 
was chosen as the date of the worldwide 
protest because it's the birthday of the 
late Lisa McPherson, a woman who, 
Aimee Ouellette 
opinions@theotherpress.ca 
according to Anonymous's claims, died 
while under the care of Scientology 
members at a Scientology Center in the 
US. Given that Scientology has a well-
documented history of aggressively 
attempting to silence its opposition, it is 
difficult to feel sympathy for their claims 
of oppression at the hands (keyboards?) 
of the Internet's Most Wanted. 
It is deliciously ironic that the 
big bad bullies of the Internet have 
pitted themselves against a real-world 
powerhouse; Scientology is a large 
organization with an army of lawyers 
and, thanks to celebs like Tom Cruise, 
an endless supply of money. I am not 
necessarily a fan of Anonymous, but in 
terms of their battle with Scientology, 
you could say I'm "in it for the lulz." 
NOW PLAYING AT 5th AVENUE CINEMAS 
2110 Bunad St. festlvaldnemas.ca 
JUNO 
Daily at: 1:00.3:15,5:20,7:30,9:40 
Mon Feb 18 only: 1:00,3:15,7:00,9:30 (no 5:20 show) 
THERE Will BE BlOOD 
Daily at: 12:45, 4:00, 7:00, 9:25 
Tues Feb 19 only: 12:45,4:00,7:00, 10:15 
NO COUNTRY FOR OlD MEN 
Daily at: 1:15,4:25,7:00,9:25 
MICHAEl ClAYTON 
Daily at: 1:45,4:30,7:15,9:35 
Thurs Feb 21 only: 1 :45,4:30, 7;00, 9:45 
ATONEMENT 
Daily at: 1:30,4:10,6:50,9:45 
Judge's Ruling on Pot 
Bust a Disgrace 
By Garth McLennan 
0 n March 10, 2004, six Surrey police 
officers raided the home of Van Dung Cao. 
The foray into Cao's home turned up an 
amazing 704 marijuana plants. Cao was 
charged with producing marijuana and 
possession for the purpose of trafficking. 
Case closed, right? 
Well, not according to BC Supreme 
Court Justice Catherine Bruce. The judge 
ruled all of the evidence inadmissible and 
dismissed the entire case, saying that the 
police officers at the scene failed to knock 
loud enough. 
That's right. Apparently, while the 
police were busy busting a major grow 
operation, they didn 'tsignificantly announce 
their presence and that warrants a complete 
case discharge. 
Wow. I have to ask, Just what is our 
justice system coming to? I mean honestly, 
how can this judge possibly live with 
herself? It wasn't like this was one pot plant 
for Christ's sake; Cao had 704 plants. 704! 
Did this guy pay Bruce off? 
"The actions of the police created a real 
risk of harm to an occupant by accidental 
shooting and to the police in terms of an 
aggressive response to the violent entry," 
Bruce said. 
Of course, how could the police 
have been so stupid? Why would they 
ever dream of entering the house of a 
major drug distributor with their guns 
drawn aggressively? What a preposterous 
thought! 
Come on, this is a massive drug 
operation. The police couldn't possibly 
have known that there was only one guy in 
the house, and even if they did, so what? 
This guy is the scum of the Earth, plus, 
while storming a drug house, it is only safe 
to assume that there is a strong likelihood of 
weapons being around. 
"In my view, a shocking entry without 
a prior 'knock and announce' with guns 
drawn and ready to be discharged, and 
pointed at the accused's head, could have 
produced disastrous consequences," Bruce's 
statement read. 
The real kicker is, the Surrey cops 
knocked. They said who they were and 
requested that Cao open the door peacefully. 
But apparently, they didn't knock loud 
enough. How pathetic is that? Judge Bruce 
wasn't done, though; she also said that this 
decision would benefit the justice system, if 
you can stomach that. 
"The long-term harm to the justice 
system is not worth the short-term gain 
made by admission of the evidence, which 
was obtained in a manner that ignores the 
rule of law. I find the evidence obtained 
during the execution of the search warrant is 
inadmissible. The Crown will be unable to 
prove its case without the evidence secured 
by the entry to the residence," Bruce read in 
her statement. 
Why is it that the rights of criminals 
and drug dealers are put first? Everyone 
deserves a fair shake in the court of law, 
but this is beyond ridiculous. Somehow, the 
BC Civil Liberties Association thought that 
Bruce's decision was the right one. 
"Certainly we're aware of numerous 
cases in which deaths of civilians or police 
resulted from the police's failure to adhere to 
the 'knock and announce' rule," said Jason 
Gratl, the B.C. Civil Liberties Association 
president. 
"Throwing out this case is a way of 
protecting the lives of citizens and police 
alike." 
What garbage. 
January 28, 2008 
& Of. Marilyn Fairchild 
Holy Hell, 
What a Hole! 
Dear Dr. Sex: 
I'm a 23-year-old female. About three weeks ago I had a one-night 
stand with a good-looking guy. Well, it started out that way. You see, 
when I slid my hands down his pants to grab his cock, I thought it 
felt a little flimsier than normal. So I beat it-fast-to harden it up. It 
got harder, but still didn't feel like the rod I am used to. That's when I 
realized that the guy's dick was different than any I'd touched or seen 
before: He had a huge dick bole. I withdrew my hands from his pants 
in surprise, and made up an excuse about having to leave. What was 
wrong with that guy? Is that normal? 
-What The Fuck? 
Dr. Sex: Thanks for your interesting email, WTF. We've had 
questions about loose women in the past, but loose men are a new 
one forme! 
Dr. Fairchild: WTF, it sounds like your date that night had an 
abnormally large urethra, due to a birth defect or stretching device. 
Dr. Sex: Stretching device? Like another penis? 
Dr. Fairchild: It would take a pretty skinny dick to shove into 
another one, Dr. Sex. 
Dr. Sex: Heh. It would be like a Chinese Finger Trap! You're lucky 
you didn't get your hands stock in there. 
Dr. Fain:Jdld: But there really a~e tools that a~e used to stimulate the 
UJetlml. which eaalead to stretddng. 
~Sa: I dliDk cadaeten tn bed ....... wily put a tool ia thete f« 
... , 
Dr. Falldlld: That's right. If your that wasn't your date • s problem. 
he may bave just been born with a larger than usual urethra. 
Dr. Sex: It's also possible to tear your piss hole, too, which will cause 
a larger opening. 
Dr. Fairchild: Don't worry your head about it, WTF. It doesn't sound 
like he's in your life now, anyway. 
Dr. Sex: Keep emailing your questions in! 
9 
Opinions 
Pot Prohibition is the true root of many social ills 
Pro 
By Liam Britten 
Marijuana has many adverse health 
effects. Marijuana is responsible for 
crime and gang activity. Marijuana is a 
gateway to harder drugs. 
Odds are, if you've ever discussed 
the issue of marijuana prohibition with 
anyone, you're bound to have heard 
these three arguments. Tried, tested and 
true, these seem to be the go-to talking 
points for anyone who opposes legalizing 
pot. Trouble is, they don't really carry 
much water. All of the above claims are 
questionable at best, and in some cases, 
it is pot prohibition that causes the social 
ills associated with weed. 
What exactly are the health concerns 
associated with pot? Lung cancer? That 
was recently disproven in a 30-year 
study by the University of California. 
Addiction? Claims about addiction are 
shaky at best, and have only shown 
psychological addiction-you know, 
the kind of addiction you get from 
playing too much Guitar Hero. In fact, 
the most conclusive studies of health 
risks associated with pot offer only 
minor medical concerns, things like mild 
psychological withdrawal, bronchitis, 
and gum disease. If the valiant crusade 
to stop gum disease is why we're 
fighting marijuana legalisation tooth and 
nail, they better lock up Willy Wonka 
and Bazooka Joe along with the weed 
dealers. 
Is marijuana responsible for higher 
crime rates? I think marijuana's 
prohibition is the more likely culprit. 
Take, for example, the U.S. prohibition 
of alcohol in the 1920s and 30s, which 
made gangsters rich and brought about 
drastically high crime rates associated 
with gang violence. These are exactly the 
kinds of problems marijuana prohibition 
is causing in Vancouver, and indeed all 
of Canada. Because marijuana is outside 
of the law, these gangsters get rich from 
their lucrative pot monopoly, built on 
violence and intimidation; the only way 
to change this is to bring pot into the legal 
system, where gangsters won't have an 
incentive to make profit on it. After all, 
the gangs don't make their money off 
of selling alcohol anymore, because it's 
legal and cheap. They simply have no 
incentive. 
The only thing I consider pot a 
gateway to is a bag of Doritos. But 
joking aside, this is perhaps the flimsiest 
argument the prohibition crowd has to 
offer. Consider this; how is it that 53% 
of British Columbians have smoked pot 
within their lifetimes, but only 0.3% 
have ever tried heroin? This is not a 
terribly strong correlation. However, in 
Nothing to gain from legalization 
Against 
By Garth McLennan 
with all of the major drug problems 
lately, one possible solution that has 
consistently been brought up is the 
legalization of drugs. What is even more 
common is the clamuouring by some of 
the public to "at least" make weed legal. 
What many don't seem to realize, 
however, is that legalizing pot, or any 
drug for that matter, has very little 
positives. Legalization means that more 
people would become far more likely to 
experiment with drugs, and that definitely 
is not a good thing. 
Now, while pot isn't even close to 
being as bad for you as cocaine, heroine 
or crystal meth, in the wake of legalizing 
marijuana it wouldn't be long before 
people would be saying that those harder 
drugs should be legal as well. Drugs 
would be even more prominent than they 
already are in mainstream culture. 
They health risks to weed aren't 
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that well known, but they still exist. It 
has been proven that young people who 
smoke pot are three times more likely to 
develop periodontal disease than non-
smokers. Periodontitis is an affliction of 
the mouth that can be extremely harmful 
to the teeth and gums. 
Gum diseases such as periodontitis 
send bacterial products into the 
bloodstream. This increases the 
likelihood of heart disease and the 
possibility of strokes. 
Another common comment from 
the supporters of drug legalization is "if 
so many people are doing it, who cares if 
we make it legal?" Well, why should the 
government do something wrong just to 
appease people? 
The fact is drugs are bad. They are 
bad for you and do nothing positive for 
your system. Now, some people will say 
that cigarettes are worse for you than 
weed, and they are legal, so what gives? 
Well, I don't think cigarettes should be 
legal either, but that's another argument 
for another day. 
Some have said that smoking weed 
is a matter of personal choice. "It's my 
body and I can decide what I want to do 
with it" seems to be the prominent line. 
Well, if you saw someone deliberately 
hurting him or herself, wouldn't you want 
to stop the pain at the source? That is the 
long and the short of it. Just because pot 
can bring temporary happiness, the fact 
remains that smoking it for prolonged 
periods of time is harmful for the body. 
So it's just like you witnessing people 
doing themselves harm. 
People have also said that the war 
on drugs is virtually over and has been 
a failure. First off, that isn't necessarily 
true, and even if the war on drugs hasn't 
been a complete success, does that mean 
that we should bow to the drug lords 
who have caused so much violence on 
all fairness, most hard drug users I've 
known all started with pot, but for this 
gateway effect, I think prohibition is to 
blame. Let's talk hypothetically; if you 
go to a convenience store to buy milk, 
and chocolate is displayed prominently, 
it stands to reason that you are more 
likely to buy that chocolate than someone 
who's never been to the store, right? With 
this in mind, I would argue that someone 
who goes to a drug dealer's house to buy 
weed is more likely to buy a hard drug 
than someone who never has been to that 
house. And the solution to this problem 
is simple; if marijuana is under the same 
roof as hard drugs, then let's start cutting 
the dealers out of the pot game! If we can 
legalize pot, then we can better control 
who is selling it, who they are selling 
it to, and make sure they're not selling 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 
Vancouver streets? Just because you're 
losing at something doesn't mean you 
should up and quit. 
There are a number of questions that 
must be answered before the legalization 
of drugs should be considered. What age 
requirements will be put upon users? 
How exactly will legalizing any sort of 
drug reduce addiction? And will there 
be a limit upon the amount you are 
permitted to use? 
Sad but true, the number of drug 
treatment facilities in British Columbia 
are sorely lacking. However, legalizing 
drugs won't help the addiction crisis. It 
won't stop people from using drugs to 
excess. In all likelihood, legalizing drugs 
will increase the number of users. 
Over the past several years in the 
United States, there has been a general 
decline in the statistics of drug users. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 
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WORD ON THE STREET 
By Laura Kelsey, Staff Photographer 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
"Do you care about American politics?" 
Jamie Rusconi Emily Chiang 
First-year ESL Forth-year Child & Youth Care 
Clair Huang 
First-year ESL 
"I watch the news and keep an eye on 
what's going on. I'm curious about 
American politics but they don't directly 
affect me." 
"I try to. It affects us because the US are our 
neighbours." 
"I watch the news because I want to 
know what's going on in case it's getting 
dangerous." 
Strike Over, TV Viewers' Brains Returned 
(Mostly) Unharmed 
By Aimee Ouellette, Opinions Editor 
The WGA writers ' strike has ended! 
And thank your diety for that, because 
much like MacDonald's, writerless 
(and often pointless) reality television 
is addictive, and not technically fit for 
consumption. Reality television may be 
addictive and occasionally juicy, but it 
shouldn't be the main staple in any diet. 
I, for one, am extremely thankful for the 
return of scripted shows. Not only was the 
all-you-can-eat buffet of WGA-strike era 
reality television starting to slowly erode 
my brain, but my regular restorative tonic 
of Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert just 
hasn't been performing at its usual strength. 
I generally rely on the humorous New York 
duo to recharge the batteries in my bullshit 
detector, but since they've been forced back 
on air without writers, Stewart and Colbert 
simply haven't been the same. Colbert has 
been especially unfunny, which is all the 
more unnerving given that his program's 
humour comes from the irony factor of 
his ridiculous right-wing, biblethumping 
persona. Colbert relied heavily upon his 
writers to give a razor-sharp ironic edge 
to his inane right wing pundit character. 
Without his writers, Colbert's ironic edge 
was dulled and his on-air persona became 
reminiscent of a slightly more educated 
Bill O'Reilly. Yuck. Stewart isn't funny 
without writers either, but at least he's 
the same old skinny, self-deprecating 
man we've always enjoyed. Stewart and 
Colbert did try their best, but ultimately the 
writer 's strike meant a severe loss in the IQ 
of my pre-bedtime TV ritual. 
That's not really what I want to 
complain about, however. 
I want to argue that the loss of 
Hollywood writers meant not just a 
dumbing down of television, but a 
dumbing down of the entire western 
world. Without our nation's best writers, 
we are being deprived of our cultural 
critics, our generation's zeitgeist-chasers, 
and our general level of discourse is really 
suffering as a result. 
Think of it this way: television exists 
to be consumed. And just like with food 
consumption, North Americans are what 
we eat. People like to talk about what 
they have in common, and television is 
something just about everyone has in 
common. Because of the writer's strike, 
normal everday water cooler conversations 
have turned from this: 
"Did you know that the character 
Locke on WST is based on John Locke, 
the 1 ?lh century philosopher?" 
To this: "Neveen from Bad Girls 
totally ate cat shit for a radio contest! I saw 
it on Tyra!" 
See what I mean? Some of you art 
and literature snobs will probably want 
to tell me that if western culture relies on 
television to set the bar for conversations, 
we're screwed. Well, you're wrong. 
Television is an extremely important 
medium, because it's the most populist 
medium we have going. Everybody 
watches television, and that's not what 
makes television lame-that's what makes 
televison important. Television reaches 
just about everybody who has a home and 
electricity, and is certainly more widespread 
than the home computer and internet. And 
because the money's in television, a lot of 
our generation's best writers are working 
in the industry. 
Contrary to popular hipster belief, this 
is not a sign of our deteriorating culture, 
nor is it anything new. Take Charles 
Dickens, for example. When Charles 
Dickens was writing his ungodly long 
novels, they weren't being published in the 
familiar, exceedingly heavy format that we 
Jug around today. They were being printed 
in newspapers and magazines, chapter by 
chapter, week by week, and devoured one 
chunk at a time by an eager population. Just 
like-that's right-television episodes! If 
Charles Dickens were alive today, he'd be 
writing Dexter for Showtime, or episodes 
of Doctor WJw for BBC Wales. Imagine if 
the great poets and novelists of yesteryear 
had gone on strike. Imagine the delectable 
poems, plays, and essays we'd have been 
deprived of! My plan for next week is to sit 
back on my couch, grab a few beers, and 
start digesting the cultural delicacies that 
cable TV has on offer. I recommend that 
you do too. 
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Crazy, sane, or just faking? 
How one man challenged everything we thought we knew about psychiatry 
By Siavash Rokni 
B women. He observed how the members om on October 7, 1927, in of their families behaved towards each 
Govanhill district of Glasgow, Scotland, 
Ronald David Laing was one of the 
most influential psychiatrists in the field 
of psychosis who made a significant 
contribution to the ethics of psychiatry. 
This is the story of how Laing 
and the anti-psychiatry movement 
other. From this, he concluded the roots 
of the madness of these patients were 
born from the conditions they lived in. 
For Laing, this meant that the doctors 
and nurses who used chemicals and ECI' 
where he offered a new method of 
treating schizophrenia. As a result of his 
schizophrenia research, he soon began 
to realize that there were in fact quite a 
high number of symptoms were directly 
related to an individual's family life. To 
investigate this assumption further, he 
turned to the techniques of game 
theory. 
in North America influenced 
the practice of psychiatry by 
questioning its fundamental 
methods of diagnosis. 
R. D. Laing began his work as 
a psychiatrist in a mental hospital 
''Laing set out to 
explore the idea of 
Laing chose 20 random couples 
in Britain and asked them to 
fill out a questionnaire. In the 
questionnaire, Laing asked each 
partner to record how he or she 
viewed each other in the course 
in Glasgow in the 1950s. While 
working, he saw how the doctors 
tried to manage and control their 
schizophrenic patients. What 
Laing soon realized was that the 
doctors never actually talked to 
their patients. In response, he 
whether doctors could of their daily life, and what they secretly thought about each other 
in private. Mter that, Laing 
even distinguish the used game theory to analyze the data with a computer and create 
matrixes. The matrixes in tum 
showed that couples used their 
everyday actions as strategies 
to control and manipulate each 
tried an experiment whereby he 
gathered 12 schizophrenic women, 
difference between 
and for several months, he talked 1 to them about their lives. After norma 
several months, his experiment 
produced astonishing results. 
All the women were released 
from hospital to their families. 
However, after a year, all of them were 
back in the hospital. None of them knew 
why they had been sent to the hospital 
in the first place, or why they had been 
made to come back again. 
This made Laing focus his research 
on the families of these schizophrenic 
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to treat and release these patients were 
making a terrible mistake because they 
were sending them back to the horror 
and fear that created their madness in the 
first place. 
In the 1960s Laing 
own psychiatric office 
opened his 
in London 
J 'other. For example, one used 
the term "I love you" as a tool 
to exert more power and control 
in the relationship for the benefit 
of self-interest. From this, Laing 
concluded that the struggle of 
power and control in families is directly 
linked to the struggle of power and 
control in the world. 
One of the major establishments 
that Laing attacked was the existing 
psychiatric establishment in the United 
States. Psychiatry, Laing believed, was 
a fake science used mostly as a system 
of political control. What psychiatrists 
called "madness" was actually just1 a 
convenient label that could be used 
to put away those who wanted to free 
themselves (Michele Foucault, a French 
philosopher, would also write extensively 
on sirni~ar themes). He promoted this 
idea in the US in the late 1980s and was 
endorsed by many young psychiatrists in 
a new anti-psychiatry movement. One 
of them was David Rosenhauer. 
David Rosenhauer had listened to 
the speeches of R.D. Laing in thel980s 
and was very amazed with the concepts 
that Laing introduced. He set out to 
explore the idea of whether the doctors 
who diagnosed patients as "abnormal" 
were actually correct in their judgement, 
and whether doctors could, in fact, 
even distinguish the difference between 
normal and abnormal. 
Rosenhauer and seven others who 
were completely healthy and mentally 
stable decided to commit themselves to 
several different psychiatric hospitals 
around the United States. Once they 
were admitted, they all told the doctors 
on duty that they were hearing a voice in 
their head saying the word "thud". That 
was the only lie that they had to say. In 
every other way the eight men acted 
completely normal and sane. 
After being admitting to the 
hospitals, seven of the eight fake patients 
were diagnosed with schizophrenia and 
one with bipolar disorder. Meanwhile, 
the hospitals refused to release 
them and they were given powerful 
psychotherapeutic drugs. The only 
way out for these fake patients was to 
declare themselves insane and pretend 
to be feeling better with the drugs. 
"The only way out," Rosenhauer 
later said, in an interview with Adam 
Curtis, a BBC journalist, "was to point 
out that they were correct. They had said 
I was insane. I was insane, but I was 
feeling better. That was the affirmation 
of their view of me." 
After two months, Rosenhauer 
was finally released from the hospital. 
He published a report of the episode, 
but was accused of trickery. One major 
hospital challenged him to send more 
fake patients, dubious of his theory that 
they would be misdiagnosed. Rosenhauer 
agreed. After a month, the hospital 
announced that they had spotted 41 fake 
patients. Later, Rosenhauer revealed that 
he never sent any fake patients to that 
hospital at all . This experiment put a 
big question mark on top of one of the 
biggest and most powerful professions 
in America. It destroyed the concept that 
they were a privileged group who had 
specialist knowledge. 
"I 'm pretty sure I owe all of my, uh, 
encounters with women over the last year 
to the wonders of Face book," says Jurek 
Syzmczak, first-year PrintFutures student. 
Love it or hate it, Facebook is a 
huge Internet phenomenon. With 64 
million active users and a growth rate 
of 250,000 new registrations per day, 
people are signing on in droves to meet 
new people, reacquaint themselves with 
childhood friends, and flirt with the best 
looking friend on their friends lists. 
But for some, Facebook has helped 
them find love when they least expect it. 
Tammy Charron from Grand Prairie 
got together with her boyfriend, RJ, 
thanks to Facebook. The two first met 
in Grade 7, but when RJ moved away 
in Grade 11 the two lost contact. That 
is, until RJ found Charron on Facebook 
is 
STUDENT 
NIGHT! 
and added her as a friend. A month ago, 
the two went on their first date (dinner 
at a local sushi bar), and sparks flew. 
"He had a crush on me since grade 7 and all 
through high school," says Charron." And 
once we got back in touch, it felt natural. 
I guess you could say if you can be your 
complete self with someone, you know." 
Rae Ratslef and James Ryan 
have a similar story. The two were 
high school sweethearts at Frank Hurt 
Secondary School in Surrey and even 
went to prom together. Unfortunately, 
the two drifted apart and broke 
up a few months after graduation. 
date. "We went to White Rock," says 
Ratslef. "We walked along the beach and 
reminisced about our high school days 
and life up until now. The conversation 
was easy and relaxed." After hours of 
talking and playing pool (a favourite 
pastime of theirs back in high school), 
the straightforward Ratslef couldn't 
contain herself any longer. "Around 3 
am I asked James if he was going to kiss 
me." Ryan was happy to oblige and the 
date ended with a nice, long kiss. 
The next day, the two giggled 
over high school graduation pictures-
Ratslef looked like Carol Seaver from 
Growing Pains and Ryan was a dead-
ringer for Mario Lemieux. But, as fate 
would have it, Ratslef had to leave for 
a trip to Thunder Bay the next day. Not 
to be discouraged, the two spent the 
next few weeks texting and calling each 
other as Ratslef travelled for work and 
vacation. Their relationship progressed 
quickly and by the end of August, they 
were living together in Surrey where 
they'd first started dating way back in 
high school. Both credit Facebook with 
helping them find their true love. "He's 
the man that I want to spend the rest of 
my life with," says Ratslef, "and he's told 
me I'm the only woman he ever wants to In June, 2007, Ratslef and Ryan 
added each other as friends on Face book 
and started exchanging messages. When r---------------Di~~~:au;t....:..:_ ________ _ 
the two discovered their daughters were 
the same age, they arranged a play date 
for the two children. Four days later, 
Ratslef and Ryan went on their own 
THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY 
Party With 
Tommy 
the 
WITH A 
$5,000 IRVING K. BARBER BC SCHOlARSHIP 
150 scholarships of $5,000 awarded annually to 
2"d·year BC students transferring to complete their degree 
APPLY BEFOR E MARCH 31 
Visit: www.bcscholarship.ca 
or talk to your campus Financial Aid Office today 
THE IRVING K. BARBER 
British Columbia Scholarship Society 
IN PARTNE~SHIPWITH 
VICTORIA FOUNDATION 
Investing in the skills and talents of Brit ish Columbia's students 
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TAKE EIGHT 
COCONUT 
NIGHTTIMING 
Some guys get all the luck. Not only 
does Jason Schwartzman, a.k.a. 
Coconut Records, get to be Wes 
Anderson's right hand man (see: 
Rushmore), he also looks great with an 
ironic moustache (see: The Darjeeling 
Limited) and has a knack for writing 
catchy, thoughtful pop songs (see: 
Nighttiming). Schwartzman got his 
start as the drummer for Phantom 
Planet, a little band from Los Angeles 
whose song "California" became the 
theme for The O.C. Nighttiming is 
his solo debut, and it's chock full of 
eclectic bedroom pop. Some songs 
recall Schwartzman's former band, but 
he's definitely indulging a taste for alt-
country on others. There are 26 tracks 
on Nighttiming, and while some (lead 
single "West Coast," the DFA-style 
title track, or the piano bop of "Easy 
Girl") are fully realized, others are half-
formed snippets from the right side of 
Schwartzman's brain. Both are good. 
- Luke Simcoe 
SOYA WORLD INC. 
SO GOOD 
The name really says it all; So Good is 
so good. The So Good line of beverages 
is a nutritious soy-based substitute 
to hormone-laden milk products. For 
consumers looking to reduce their 
carbon footprint, go vegan, or just 
feel healthier overall , So Good is an 
excellent choice. In flavours vanilla, 
strawberry, and chocolate, So Good has 
the potential to win over even the most 
cynical of soy critics. But beware-
because the drinks are tasty, low in 
fat, and high in protein and calcium, 
So Good can become addictive, and it 
can be a traumatizing experience when 
they are sold-out at the cafeteria. It is 
recommended that So Good fans come 
to class prepared; bring a litre carton 
every day, just in case. 
- Laura Kelsey 
THE MARS VOLTA THE 
BEDLAM IN GOLIATH 
Maybe Jackson Pollock was actually 
a really good painter. Maybe he could 
have painted beautiful landscapes or 
moving portraits, but we'll never know 
because he chose to throw paint at 
a piece of canvas on the floor. They 
called it abstract expressionism; I call it 
mindless self-indulgence. By the same 
token, The Mars Volta could possibly 
be the greatest band in the world, but 
we'll never know because their wealth 
of creativity and technical prowess is 
lost in a sea of guitar histrionics, studio 
noodling, and lyrical gobbledygook 
("Metatron" includes the line "my 
time is riding in the alphabet/folding 
wormholes") about such high-minded 
concepts as a cursed Israeli Ouija board. 
In this way, The Bedlam in Goliath 
is exactly like the Volta's last two 
records, except that Cedric Bixler's 
usually intriguing voice is run through 
some effect that makes him sound like 
a housefly with a pair of vice grips 
clamped to its balls. 
- Luke Simcoe 
ROCKABYE BABY 
LULLABY RENDITIONS 
OF NIRVANA 
This little CD, and others like it (The 
Cure, The Ramones, U2, Green Day, 
Metallica, Radiohead, and others 
have also received the Rockabye 
treatment) is probably the cleverest bit 
of marketing that I've come across in 
ages. We're getting to the point where a 
lot of the original fans of "alternative" 
rock are starting to procreate, and what 
better way to ensure that your little 
child fulfills your failed dreams of rock 
stardom than by lulling them to sleep to 
the strains of "Smells Like Teen Spirit" 
rendered on a xylophone. The songs 
themselves aren't very good-they're 
designed to appeal to babies after all, 
and they' re also naturally devoid of 
lyrics-but they don't have to be! 
It's fun enough trying to decipher 
which song is which, and the CD's 
gimmickiness is enough to ensure that 
guitar-playing dads and tattooed morns 
everywhere will be racing each other to 
the shelves to pick up their copy. 
- Luke Simcoe 
PLAYSTATION 3 
UNCHARTED: DRAKE'S 
FORTUNE 
Uncharted: Drakes Fortune, available 
exclusively on Playstation 3, is one of 
the best video games to come out in a 
long time. It The game combines the 
best of puzzle games with fast-paced 
shooting scenes and a superb cinematic 
storyline. The controls are easy enough 
to master, and almost all aspects of 
the game are fun, yet challenging. The 
storyline follows Nate Drake, a treasure 
hunter, searching for El Dorado, the 
infamous South American lost city of 
gold. Drake is accompanied by two 
other fortune seekers and must search 
for the treasure, decipher a number 
of perplexing clues and puzzles, and 
fend off a seemingly endless supply of 
pirates and other villainous-types out to 
kill him. The visuals prove that the PS3 
is still at the forefront of the graphics 
battle, and Uncharted: Drake's Fortune 
definitely merits anA+. 
- Garth McLennan 
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LENNY KRAVITZ 
IT IS TIME FOR A 
LOVE REVOLUTION 
Lenny Kravitz 's guitar skills are still 
his finest feature-even at 43 the guy 
still knows how to rock hard-but 
almost every song he does that doesn't 
rely heavily on his signature electric 
guitar playing is boring and musically 
uninspired. I admire Lenny's passion 
about what he's trying to say, but after 
eight albums he still only has one way 
to say it. Kravitz has been stuck in the 
70s for several albums now, and you 
can probably guess from this album's 
title that he plans on staying there for a 
while. Kravitz's nostalgic message of 
love and unity still comes through loud 
and clear. It's clearly something that he 
believes very strongly in, and I can't 
help but admire him for it. But there's 
ultimately nothing on this CD that 
gives you a reason to buy it unless you 
already have all the hard rock albums 
from the 70s that Kravitz is drawing his 
inspiration from. 
- Mark Fisher 
February 18, 2008 
YEASAYER 
ALL HOUR CYMBALS 
Yeasayer describes their sound as 
"Middle Eastern-psych-snap-gospel." 
While such a description is clearly 
self-explanatory, I've got a word count 
to fill, so I might as well prattle on 
about this record. All Hour Cymbals, 
in addition to being an amazing double 
entendre, is an indie rock homage to 
the trippy pop rock of the 1960s and 
70s. Yeasayer filters the intricate vocal 
harmonies and arrangements of the 
early Bee Gees, the prog-rock of mid-
career Genesis, and the experimental 
pop of the late-era Beatles through a 
modem paradigm that's informed by 
forays into world music. It's difficult 
to apprehend at times, but it brings to 
mind something an ex-girlfriend told 
me upon introducing me to TV on 
the Radio: "they'll become your new 
favourite band if you let them." 
- Luke Simcoe 
MONGREL MEDIA 
MANUFACTURING 
DISSENT: UNCOVERING 
MICHAEL MOORE 
Canadian filmmakers Debbie Melnyk 
and Rick Caine follow Michael Moore 
after the release of Farenheit 9111 and 
paint him as egomaniac who takes · 
liberties in the editing lab. The gist of 
the film is that Moore's jolly fat man 
persona is just an act. However, while 
the filmmakers are able to successfully 
expose the man himself, they seem 
unable to diffuse the message contained 
in his infamous Oscar acceptance 
speech: America is perpetrating a 
fictitious war spearheaded by a fictitious 
president. When Melnyk and Caine 
appeared on Fox News's The Live Desk 
to promote Manufacturing Dissent, 
their segment was abruptly cut short 
when they levelled criticism not just at 
Moore but also at the mainstream US 
media. Caine told the Canadian Press, 
"I could hear a person in New York 
screaming into my earpiece: "Get that 
asshole off the air" before they were 
cut off. Regardless, I'm still sure that 
Bill O'Reilly falls asleep with this film 
playing in the background. 
- Luke Simcoe 15 
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What Is An Aboriginal Person? 
(and what can they get) 
Native News with Dave Seaweed 
Q ver the next few months, I will 
be writing articles for the Other Press 
that will create a stronger awareness of 
Aboriginal people in BC and Canada. 
I wouldn't say that I am the complete 
authority, but I have been the Aboriginal 
Student Services Coordinator for eight 
years now, and have had the opportunity 
to deal with thousands of Aboriginal 
people from a number of different 
nations and backgrounds. 
First of all, the term "Aboriginal" 
(which is the term Douglas College uses 
officially) encompasses three groups 
like an umbrella: the First Nations, the 
Metis, and the Inuit. Within each of these 
groups there are four subgroups: status, 
non-status, on reserve, and off reserve. 
The Federal Government defines 
the status, rights, and responsibilities 
of Aboriginal people in the Indian Act, 
which was proclaimed in the 1800s. The 
Indian Act, through its administering 
agent, the Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development (OlAND), 
defines the criteria for being a Status 
Indian. A person who meets the given 
criteria is registered as an Indian on the 
Indian Register and allocated a registry 
number (also known as a status number). 
Status Indians who have successfully 
February 18 
Vancouver Poetry Slam, Cafe Deux 
Soleils 
Mos Def, the Croatian Cultural Centre 
(all ages) 
John Mellencamp, Pacific Coliseum 
February 20 
Sia, Richard's on Richards (sold out) 
February 21 
Corb Lund, the Commodore Ballroom 
Student Showcase, Douglas College 
Performing Arts Theatre 
February 22 
Twin Crystals w/Owl Drugs and Taxes, 
the Astoria 
Mohawk Lodge, the Biltmore 
The Mountain Goats, Richard's on 
Richards 
The Hives, the Commodore Ballroom 
Econoline Crush, the Plaza Club 
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completed the Indian Status application 
process should have a status card that 
records their registry/status number 
along with demographic information 
and a photograph of the registrant. In my 
personal experience, I began the process 
by applying and making communications 
with my nation, and then the federal 
government. It took two years for the 
whole process to be completed and for 
me to receive my status card. 
My nation is Kwakiutl. We are 
also named the Kwagiulth. We are now 
called the Kwakwaka'wak (lots of Ws 
and Ks). My father was from Blunden 
Harbor, which I don't believe exists 
anymore. He also lived in Alert Bay, 
and our reserve is from Port Hardy. The 
layman's understanding of "reserve" 
is that it is a small plot of land that the 
government allotted to each First Nations 
group. Many of these are run-down and 
inhabited by an impoverished group of 
people trying to survive. This will be 
explained in more depth in upcoming 
articles. 
Status Indians are entitled to a 
number of rights and services. Those 
of relevance to child and family service 
delivery are the following: 
- Upon receiving a status number, an 
February 23 
The Sunday Service (Improv), the 
Hennessy (53 W. Broadway) 
February 25 
Holy Fuck, Richard's on Richards 
February 28 
The Fringe Group, Douglas College 
February29 
Hinterland, the Biltmore 
Marchi 
The New York Dolls, the Plaza Club 
Balkan Beat Box, The Chan Centre 
(UBC) 
Rock the Valley Festival feat. Hedley, 
Ag-Ree Centre (Abbotsford) 
Comedy Death Ray feat. Janeane 
Garofolo, the Commodore Ballroom 
March2 
The Sunday Service (Improv), the 
Aboriginal person is eligible to receive 
health, optometry and dental services 
through Health and Welfare Canada's 
Medical Services Branch (that's right, I 
get free prescription drugs). 
- Status Indians, Metis, and Inuit 
peoples are eligible to apply for 
educational benefits such as coverage 
of tuition costs, books, and some 
living expenses. The prospective 
student applies through the nation 
and tribal council in which they have 
membership. 
You should note that free 
education for aboriginal people is not 
automatic. I went to school for many 
years but only received funding for 
one year. Many of the students that 
I help are put on a waiting list for 
funding. Some nations have more 
criteria, which means that they are 
basically setting the students up for 
failure (I'll explain more in future 
articles). The other thing I should let 
you know is that, despite what people 
think, I do pay taxes every year. The 
only situation in which a person is 
qualified for tax-free status is if he 
or she were to work on a reserve. 
That's all for now gang. I thank all 
Hennessy (53 W. Broadway) 
March3 
Vancouver Poetry Slam, Cafe Deux 
Soleils 
March4 
Literature Alive presents Todd Babiak, 
Douglas College 
March5 
Crystal Castles w/Health, Richard's on 
Richards 
British Sea Power, The Plaza 
Atlas Sound, Pat's Pub 
March6 
Aceyalone w/Moka Only, Richard's on 
Richards 
100 Theatre Productions at Douglas, 
Amelia Douglas Gallery (until March 24) 
March 7 
Pride Tiger w/Mohawk Lodge, the 
Biltmore 
of my students, Bmac, and V for all of 
your support in my continuous learning 
process. 
Dandi Wind, Richard's on Richards 
Andrew Dice Clay, the River Rock 
Casino 
Lysistrata, Douglas Studio Theatrea 
(until March 15) 
March8 
The Raveonettes w/Be Your Own Pet, 
the Plaza Club 
Cancer Bats w/Bison, the Ukranian Hall 
(all ages) 
March 11 
Yoav, the Media Club 
March 15 
Steve Earle, the Centre for Performing 
Arts (all ages) 
Colin Mochrie & Brad Sherwood, the 
Boulevard Casino 
Dracula, Douglas Performing Arts 
Theatre (until March 22) 
March22 
Jason Collett, the Plaza Club 
Arts & Entertainment 
Rockabilly Round Up Offers 
Classic Country Fun 
DJ Flattop, Still Creek Brothers, The Roy Kay Trio 
, 
February 3 at the Fairview Pub, Vancouver 
By Leah Giesbrecht 
You know it 's a party when Big 
John Bates shows up (even if you're 
not familiar with Vancouver's most 
prominent purveyor of psychobilly, rest 
assured, he knows a good time when 
he sees one). But Big John or not, the 
Rockabilly Round Up at the Fairview 
Pub was a high-flying night out. DJ 
Flattop set the mood by dishing out 
vintage selections of 50s rock and bop. 
This type of show attracts a crowd that 
makes you feel like you've entered a 
delightful portal to the past. Men hold 
the door open for ladies, buy the drinks, 
and when you are asked to dance, there's 
no ulterior motive (see: grinding), the 
only intent is cutting the rug. There was 
also a complete absence of the brand of 
jackass who stands on the dance floor 
oblivious to the band playing in front 
of him, staring down at his cell phone 
screen all night. 
Vancouver's Still Creek 
Brothers took the stage at 11 pm, looking 
sharp in western check shirts and pressed 
jeans. They opened with up-tempo, 
harmonized rockabilly; immediately the 
dance floor was packed with smiling, 
tattooed lovelies in every shade of 1950's 
More Star Wars to Come? 
By Garth McLennan 
I t seems that Star Wars isn't quite 
finished yet. Creator George Lucas is 
set to launch the next installment of 
the wildly popular film franchise this 
summer. 
There will be one major 
difference between the new film and the 
old movies: this one will be animated. 
Star Wars: The Clone Wars will hit 
theaters on August 15, 2008. Soon after 
it is released, an ongoing animated 
television series based on the same 
characters and premises will be put into 
motion as well. 
"I felt there were a lot more 
Star Wars stories left to tell. I was eager 
to start telling some of them through 
animation and, at the same time, push the 
art of animation forward," Lucas said. 
Star Wars, first created in lcr77, 
is considered to be one of the most 
successful movie franchises of all time. 
It featured six films: A new hope (lcr71), 
The Emperor strikes back (1980), Return 
of the Jedi (1983), The Phantom Menace 
(1999), Attack of the Clones (2002), and 
Revenge of the Sith (2005). 
Lucas wouldn't go into specifics 
about the plot of the latest movie or the 
new television series, but his company, 
Lucasfilm, has said that Jedi Knights 
villains Count Dooku and General 
Grievous will be a part of one or both 
projects. Lucas is heavily involved in the 
production and development of both the 
new movie and the animated series. 
Aside from Star Wars, George 
Lucas and his film company have been 
responsible for some of the biggest 
blockbuster movies in history. He created 
the popular Indiana Jones franchise, 
which is set to have its latest installment, 
February 18, 2008 
Luke Simcoe 
arts@theotherpress.ca 
frocks and fishnets, being swung and spun 
across the floor by their pompadoured 
partners. The Still Creek Brothers are a 
four-piece outfit, fronted by upright bass 
player and vocalist Tony LaBorie. Three 
members of the band sing, producing 
sweet harmonies on songs like "Let 
me Love You" and "Little Miss Blue 
Eyes."' Their sound is reminiscent of 
Buddy Holly and the Everley Brothers 
and their set was composed mostly of 
( western swing and clean-cut, traditional 
sounding rockabilly. 
Seattle'sRoy KayTriofollowed, 
playing numbers that included hillbilly 
bop, rockabilly, and early country. This 
band also produces great harmonies, 
though Kay's vocals are reedier and 
raspier, giving his songs a rougher edge 
and a less-than-innocent feel. A cover 
of Hank William's lamenting "There 'll 
Be No More Teardrops Tonight" and 
the bluesy electric guitar on "Go Now" 
slowed down the dancing tempo and 
provided a nice contrast to the upbeat 
sound that characterized much of the 
night. Their tight playing and multi-toned 
vocals were still packing the floor when 
I left in the small hours of the morning. 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the 
Crystal Skull, come out on May 22, 
2008. 
Lucasfilm has released an 
Internet documentary of the new film, 
which can be viewed online at www. 
starwars.com. 
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''What A Wonderful Man'' by My Morning Jacket 
By Pat MacKenzie 
As I write this, it is the morning after 
"Super Tuesday" (making it Wednesday 
and close to my deadline). For anyone 
needing to be brought up to speed 
on US politics, Super 
Tuesdayistheday(usually 
in February or March) 
in a US presidential 
election year when 24 
states hold primary 
elections--the 
lead-up to 
party's 
convention 
where the two 
presidential 
candidates are 
selected. This Tuesday, 
it was the affable, if doughy, John 
McCain who came out on top for the 
Republicans, leaving the loathsome Mitt 
Romney and the more likable (hey, he 
plays bass in a rock band), Mike Huckabee 
in the dust. Presently (although I'm sure 
the dust will have cleared by the time this 
issue hits stands), the more dramatic race 
between Democrats Hillary Clinton and 
Barack Obama has yet to be determined, 
but it seems apparent that whoever 
wins that race, he or she will face the 
septuagenarian senator from Arizona. 
That an apparently liberal 
Republican stands a good chance of 
winning the presidential nomination for 
his party might just be indicative of a 
sea change in US politics. Disgust with 
the war in Iraq and fears surrounding 
the economy have people re-evaluating 
the priorities they want their country to 
pursue. Because Senator McCain seems 
to be leading that charge from the right 
of the political divide, I dedicate this 
week's song of the week to him. 
Found on My Morning Jacket's 
2005 release Z, "What a Wonderful 
Man" is as upbeat as they come. In the 
dreariness that surrounds us in the month 
of February, it is a two minute and 26 
second slice of much needed guitar 
oriented power-pop. 
An immediate connection can 
be made between MMJ and The Flaming 
Lips-what with guitarist and singer Jim 
James's vocals hovering in the same high 
region affected by Lips frontman Wayne 
t8 
Coyne. Also, like the Lips, there is a 
certain celebratory vibe being expressed 
in MMJ's music. Whimsical, yet heavy 
with the dominance of electric guitars, 
"What a Wonderful Man" is a song 
that can easily be danced to or put on 
at a party when you need to inject some 
energy into the proceedings. 
As the title suggests, the 
song indeed is about a wonderful man. 
Furthermore, this man, who goes 
unnamed, seems to have a intimate 
understanding of humanity and 
moreover, is able to elicit a intimate 
response from those around him: "From 
the driver's seat in the dark/He popped a 
tape in the dash of his car/And when the 
singer started to scream/1 knew exactly 
what he meant." Whether or not the song 
is to be taken seriously is beside the 
point; its very irreverence adds 
to its cheerfulness 
and automatically 
puts a smile on the 
listener's face. 
c 0 u l d 
McCain, 
Clinton or 
Obama be 
woman-someone, as 
the song goes, to lead "us 
through the dark?" Maybe. 
But perhaps it's enough that 
humans seem to have a need 
to want to believe in the goodness of 
others-political leaders or otherwise. 
Let's pray, as another song goes, that 
"we don't get fooled again." 
A brilliant cast confronts a 
true horror 
The Savages is perhaps the most realistic horror movie 
ever to hit American theatres. Unlike the various 
monsters, serial killers, earthquakes, and freak weather 
patterns that beleaguer typical Hollywood heroes, the 
source of The Savages' terror is something that affects 
most of our own everyday lives: that most universal and 
final natural disaster-aging. 
Philip Seymour Hoffman and Laura Linney are Jon and Wendy Savage, 
middle-aged siblings still hung up on emotional issues stemming from a lousy 
childhood, when they are forced to confront their estranged father's dementia. Both 
actors seem completely at home in their roles-if there were Oscars for casting 
directors; this movie would win one. Hoffman is his usual schlumpy everyman, 
with the usual intellectual twist. As a theatre professor with the thankless task of 
teaching Bertolt Brecht to college students, he simultaneously winces and smiles 
at the world's overall awfulness, but comes to the family crisis equipped with a 
sense of humour just bleak enough to deal with it. Linney plays a variation on the 
neurotic woman she's captured so well in films like You Can Count on Me. She's 
slightly nuttier than sister Wendy, a Manhattan temp with a crappy apartment, 
a married boyfriend, and the conviction that her autobiographical plays deserve 
federal funding. Hoffman and Linney are pitch-perfect. Their interactions (both 
genuinely tender and pointedly vicious, as only sibling relationships can be) make 
The Savages the moving, carefully tuned family portrait that it is. 
Certain seemingly inconsequential scenes save the film from being 
all-out depressing: Wendy swipes a bottle of Percocet from her father's dead 
girlfriend's medicine chest and self-medicates at crucial moments, even sharing 
with her brother later on. She blisses out in the bathtub as he drives to work along 
the drab streets of wintry Buffalo, singing along to The Threepenny Opera, high 
as a kite. Interesting uses of music (childlike tunes by Peggy Lee and the Velvet 
Underground) throughout the film tint it with a nostalgic, surreal wash. As the 
Savages eventually come to grips with the rapid mental decline of their father, they 
also-predictably enough-begin to deal with their own problems. 
The trials of dealing with an aging parent (and the humiliations of being 
that aging parent) are depicted here with a brutal, terrifying honesty I've not seen in 
other films. Of course, there aren't many other films on the subject, and with good 
reason. Most of us flinch from the thought of growing old and infirm, and death and 
decay are consequently rarely depicted with realism on screen. Both the subject and 
our willful ignorance of it are treated here with care and a good dollop of humour 
by writer/director Tamara Jenkins. While the ending felt too neatly happy against 
the rest of the film, Jenkins has wisely kept the storyline from ever veering into 
sentimentality, and keeps the histrionics of this weird little family grounded firmly 
in the real. 
-Regan Taylor 
February 18,2008 
No laughs, just honesty 
The Savages, written and directed by Tamara Jenkins, 
is a touching, if at times heavy piece of filmic realism. 
Although there are laughs to be had, anyone expecting 
a straight-up comedy-as The Savages seems to have 
been promoted-will be taken aback by the naturalism 
that is its primary recommendation. Having said 
that, the verisimilitude that the film creates, thanks 
to Jenkins' simple story and astute direction, and the 
brilliant ensemble acting, particularly by that of Phillip Seymour Hoffman and 
Laura Linney, is both striking and harrowingly recognizable. 
Seemingly estranged siblings Jon and Wendy Savage, performed with 
dour grace by Hoffman and Linney, are brought together in order to decide what to 
do with their father Leonard who is sliding into the abyss of dementia. Because of 
his past abuse of his children, neither Jon nor Wendy are particularly thrilled with 
the prospect of caring for their ageing and increasingly irrational father. After the 
death of a long time live-in girlfriend, along with his growing antisocial behavior 
brought on by dementia, Leonard is given the boot from his Arizona retirement 
community. First presenting retirement in a series of surreal, drugged-out visual 
cliches (happy old folks playing golf and dancing under desert blue skies), the 
movie switches to the winter industrial landscape of Buffalo, New York, where Jon 
lives. It is here, at the Valley View Retirement Home, essentially a hospital for the 
soon-to-be-dead, and the only place Jon could find that accepts Medicaid, where 
Leonard will live out his final days. 
For reasons left unknown, Wendy is loath to the idea of allowing Leonard 
to languish in less than ideal surroundings. Jon, on the other hand, is far more 
pragmatic and content with their father's living situation. As if giving us insight 
into Leonard's past as an abusive parent, Jon says to Wendy while framed in the 
bleak surround of Valley View's parking lot, "We're taking care of him better than 
he ever took care of us." 
The rest of the movie plays out against the backdrop imposed by a bleak 
northern winter. We catch glimpses of the passing industrial landscape of New 
York, poetically captured by cinematographer Mott Hupfel through the windows 
of cars and trains. Certainly the recurring motif of a passing and wasted landscape 
touches on the film's themes of entropy and death's inevitability; however, that a 
definite visual aesthetic anchors the repeated imagery-barren, silhouetted trees, 
the shadows cast by abandoned buildings-seems to point to the redemption that 
Jon and Wendy are seeking for each other and themselves. 
In its honest portrayal of a family struggling with life's hard realities, The 
Savages, albeit at times hard to watch, is both sweet and sad. The subject matter 
that it takes on will no-doubt be unpalatable to many; this ain't no Hollywood 
romance. However, the striking realism with which it is presented is reason enough 
to see it. Don't expect a comedy, but do expect to be impressed. 
-Pat MacKenzie 
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Droopy Butts No match for 
New Douglas Fitness Program 
By Pamela Findling 
Butts, legs, thighs-three things that 
can make most women (and some men) 
shudder when they look in the mirror. 
The solution? Liposuction might work, 
but if that causes even more shuddering, 
Douglas College Centre for Sport, 
Recreation and Wellness offers a free 
BLT (butts, legs, thighs) 
fitness class that promises to 
help "get rid of the droopy 
bum-bum." 
In this hour-long 
class, the instructor puts 
participants through an 
intense set of lower-body 
exercises. Thankfully, 
there's catchy music like 
"This Beat is Rockin," 
"Wind it Up," and "I Like 
to Move It" beating in the 
background to help keep 
things going. Lunges, 
squats, steps, leg lifts and 
other forms of torture are 
slammed back-to-back 
with little time for recovery 
or hydrating. The class 
makes use of exercise balls, 
resistance bands, hand 
weights, and aerobic steps 
to challenge participants 
and target different muscle 
groups. And just when the 
entire class is ready to keel 
over in exhaustion, the 
instructor finally dims the 
lights and changes the music to soothing 
instrumental sounds for ten minutes of 
blissful relaxation and stretching. 
It's sometimes hard to figure 
out how instructor Elizabeth manages to 
get participants to work so hard in her 
class. Though she diligently watches 
for and helps participants who need help change room afterwards. The large, 
with their form, she doesn't motivate concrete, cold-looking room features day 
by being annoyingly perky like some lockers, showers, bathroom facilities, 
aerobics teachers do. Instead, she has and lots of mirrors for freshening up. 
mastered the art of delivering silent but The lockers are free but users must bring 
disapproving looks to their own locks. 
anyone who dares to "P • • The class is 
slow down. Perhaps she articzpantS conveniently timed to 
figures that since she ll d coincide with many 
teaches six other classes a get a goo people's lunch breaks. 
at Douglas College This is a fantastic draw. 
(including pilates and WOrkOUt and burn Instead of going to the 
boot camp), participants cafeteria and loading up 
should be able to give it CalorieS lower on real BLT's and fries, 
their all for one hour in participants can use 
the BLT class. body fflUSCleS. JJ their lunch break to kick 
Though smiles 
are pretty rare during the 
class (even from Elizabeth), the collective 
sigh of relief at the end belongs to happy 
people. Participants all get a good 
workout and bum calories while firming 
up their lower body muscles. They leave 
the class excited, invigorated, and less 
likely to succumb to the mid-afternoon 
sluggishness that affects many people. 
Many sweaty participants 
choose to hit the showers in the nearby 
BL T fitness class 
some serious ass and 
work up a sweat. And 
they don't have to worry about trying to 
find the energy to hit the gym after school 
when they're exhausted from a full day 
of classes. 
The BLT class can be 
intimidating and grueling. However, 
those who are dedicated enough to come 
to the class regularly will see results. Just 
make sure to skip the fries. 
Offered by Douglas College Centre for Sport, Recreation and Wellness 
Tuesdays, 12:35 to 1:35 pm 
Room 1313, New Westminster Campus 
Cost: free for staff and students, $4.00 for public 
Registration: drop in, no pre-registration required 
Jackson will be a Lion for Years to Come 
Garth 
Mclennan 
sports editor 
a starter while throwing for 2553 yards 
and 18 touchdowns. 
Jackson will make $200,000 next 
season, which is approximately the same 
as what Pierce will make. 
Jackson's journey to his current 
status has been quite the adventure. He 
first joined the Lions in 2004 as a practice 
roster QB and has risen up through the 
ranks since then. In 2005, the two-year 
W veteran of Notre Dame was expected hile the BC Lions have released to battle with Pierce for the third string 
Dave Dickenson, they have re-signed 
pivot Jarious Jackson to a two-year 
contract. 
position. However, his quest was delayed 
as he broke his thumb and was out for a 
Jackson, 30, is the 
latest to come out of the 
BC Lions quarterback 
factory. Dickenson was 
sidelined for most of last 
ul don"tfieel 
prolonged period. In that time, 
Pierce shined and Jackson was 
slightly forgotten. 
like l"m over 
the hump by 
season with a serious 
concussion and Buck 
Pierce was afflicted with a 
The next year, Jackson again 
came back and since then has 
battled to the point where he 
will compete with Pierce for the 
any means., starter's job next year. 
number of nagging injuries 
that kept him on the shelf as well. In 
their absence, Jackson stepped up to the 
plate and led the Lions to a 9-2 record as 
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"I don't feel like I'm over the 
hump by any means, I feel I've 
made strides. I'm approaching training 
camp the same way," he said. "I know 
Buck's doing what he has to. I'm sure 
he's training his butt off to get ready. I 
know I want to be ready to prove myself 
again. It's going to make both of us 
better in the end. I'm definitely looking 
forward to it." 
Jackson's signing has some people 
worrying that history will repeat itself, 
and we 'II see a repeat of the 2005 season, 
when Dickenson and MVPCasey Printers 
disrupted the team in their fight for the 
starting role. However, head coach and 
general manager Wally Buono doesn't 
foresee that happening. 
"I'm comfortable having both 
Jarious and Buck in the equation. Who's 
number one? Let's just say who starts the 
first game is number one. I don't believe 
we have one guy who can do it all for us 
over an 18-game schedule," he said. 
February 18, 2008 
Is Bieksa Done for this Year? 
While the Vancouver defense has 
been ravaged by injuries all season long 
this year, from Sami Salo's numerous 
health problems to Willie Mitchell's 
wonky back to Mathias Ohlund's neck 
problems to Lukas Kraijcik's injuries, 
none have been as devastating as Kevin 
Bieksa's gruesome calf laceration. 
It was 14 weeks ago in a game 
against the Nashville Predators that 
Bieksa's season, and possibly his entire 
career, was called into question after 
Nashville's Vernon Fiddler accidentally 
skated on him. 
Bieksa, who was drafted by the 
Canucks in the fifth round, 151" overall 
in the 2001 Nlll.. entry draft, was forced 
to undergo immediate surgery and was 
listed as indefinitely out of action with no 
timetable for a full recovery and a return 
to the ice. 
However, Bieksa has dramatically 
exceeded expectations, and resumed 
skating for the first time last week. 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
Bieksa's absence has really 
hampered the Canucks' offense from 
the back end this year. After a breakout 
rookie campaign last season that included 
12 goals, 30 assists and 42 points, Bieksa 
was signed to a lucrative three-year, 
$11.25 million contract extension. 
Last year established Bieksa as 
Vancouver 's best all-around defenseman 
who could do anything the team needed. 
He could kill penalties, quarterback the 
power play, take a regular shift and play 
in all game situations. After the regular 
season ended, he was named Vancouver's 
best defenseman by the fans and media. 
Bieksa, a Bowling Green State 
University standout for four years before 
joining the Vancouver organization, has 
often been plagued by injuries. Before 
last year's relatively healthy season, 
he was limited to just 39 games due to 
a severe high ankle sprain in the 2005-
2006 season. 
It is still unclear when Bieksa 
will be fit to play again, but the fact that 
he is beginning to skate again is definitely 
a good sign. Bieksa and virtually all of 
Vancouver are hoping to return to 100 
per cent by the first or second round of 
the playoffs, and without a doubt, the 
Canucks are in dire need of his return. 
Suns Pick Up Shaq in Blockbuster Deal 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
The Phoenix Suns have made a big 
trade with the Miami Heat. A really big 
trade. They sent Marcus Banks and all-
star Shawn Marion to Miami in exchange 
for the 7' 1, 325lb. Shaquille O'Neal. 
It was an interesting move on 
Phoenix's part. On the one hand, they get 
an established winner. O'Neal has won 
four NBAchampionships, 
most recently in 2006 
with Miami, and is a 
O'Neal hardly appears to be the 
best player to fit Suns' head coach 
Mike D' Antoni 's game plan. Speed 
has never been O'Neal's specialty, 
and Phoenix relies on a fast-paced, 
run-and-gun style of play. 
However, there are still positives 
for both sides. While with Miami, 
O'Neal 's offensive role with the 
Heat was greatly 
diminished, and his 
hefty salary was a 
power center that is 
widely regarded as one 
of the most dominating 
forces in the history of 
basketball. 
.. O-'Neal is burden for the amount he was accomplishing. 
In Marion, Miami gets 
an excellent player 
who is perhaps one 
of the top two-way 
players in the NBA. 
35 and at the 
On the other hand, 
however, O'Neal is 35 tail end oifhiS 
and at the tail end of his Phoenix also has 
the potential to benefit 
from Shaq's arrival. 
Steve Nash is far and 
career. He is having one 
of the worst seasons of 
his life and is making $20 
million per season until 
career." 
2010 as part of the five-
year contract he signed with the Heat in 
2005. He also has a history of injuries. 
This was the first year in the past 
14 seasons that O'Neal did not make 
the All-Star Game as either a starter or 
as a reserve player, and he is averaging 
to finish with career lows in points, 
rebounds, and blocks. He has also run 
into penalty trouble, and has fouled out 
of a number of games. 
away the best passer 
in the game today, 
and many believe that with O'Neal 
planted in the middle, the two will 
make a formidable combination. 
Certainly, with Nash dishing off 
his trademark beautiful passes to 
him, O'Neal has a better chance of 
regaining the form that made him a 
future Hall of Fame member with the 
Suns than with any other team. 
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Dickenson Signs with Stampeders 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
The Dave Dickenson era has now 
officially come to a close in BC as the 
oft-injured quarterback, who once led 
the team to its 2006 Grey Cup victory, 
has now signed a one-year contract with 
the Calgary Stampeders. 
Dickenson, 35, spent five seasons 
with the BC Lions before being released 
on November 26 of last year. During that 
time, he established himself as the leader 
of the CFL's premier franchise. When he 
won the Grey Cup in '06, the Lions' fifth 
ever, he was named the Grey Cup MVP. 
Dickenson's numerous injuries, 
particularly last season's severe 
concussion that caused him to miss 
months of action, were one of the 
primary reasons for his release from the 
Lions. When Jarious Jackson emerged as 
a legitimate starter, the writing was on 
the wall for Dickenson. 
However, despite rampant 
speculation that he would retire from 
football, Dickenson inked his deal with 
Calgary for $150,000 base salary. The 
deal includes bonus incentives that 
could push the total financial figures to 
$250,000. Dickenson spent four seasons 
with the Stampeders, the organization 
where he began his professional 
career. In 2000, with Calgary, 
Dickenson was named the CFL's most 
outstanding player and he also picked 
up a Grey Cup Championship in 1998. 
Dickenson will now serve as starting 
quarterback to Henry Burris' backup. 
Dickenson's family lives in Calgary 
and his brother, Craig Dickenson, is 
Calgary's special team's coordinator. 
While Dickenson received offers from 
several teams, including one from the 
Toronto Argonauts that would allow 
him to assume the team's starting role, 
Calgary was where Dickenson wanted to 
be. 
"Winnipeg was a backup role and 
Toronto was to compete as a starter, but 
I just felt this was the right fit for me," 
he said. "This is where I want to be, this 
is where I want to live. There are a lot 
of pluses here that no other team could 
offer." 
The combination of Burris and 
Dickenson gives the Stampeders the 
best quarterback team in the CFL. That 
has Burris excited and pleased with the 
team's signing of Dickenson. 
"There's a reason why every team 
inquired about his services. To see him 
say that being in a backup position is 
fine, I'm excited about it," Burris said. 
Phaneuf Signs for Six Years 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
The Calgary Flames have locked 
up another one of their core players, 
superstar rearguard Dion Phaneuf, 22. 
At 6'2 and 213 lbs., Phaneuf, 
Calgary's first round pick, has established 
himself as one of the most dominating 
hitters in the league in just three seasons 
of play. Along with Sidney Crosby 
and Alexander Ovechkin, Phaneuf is 
considered to be one of the best young 
players in the world. 
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Phaneuf's deal is for $39 million over 
the course of the deal, paying him an 
average of $6.5 million per season. 
"I'm excited at the prospect of 
playing another six years in Calgary. In 
fact, I never thought I would be playing 
anywhere else," Phaneuf said. "I am 
proud to be a member of this organization 
and will continue to concentrate on the 
job at hand - making and advancing in 
the playoffs this year and for years to 
come." 
Phaneuf is the latest of Calgary's 
best players to re-sign with the franchise 
for far less than they could have received 
on the open market as free agents. Had 
he waited until restricted free agency in 
the summer, Phaneuf could have been 
offered similar money akin to Crosby 
and Ovechkin. 
"It remains very important to us to 
lock up our key young players. Our goal 
with Dion was to provide an arrangement 
that will allow him to take his game to 
the next level," said Calgary's wizard-
like General Manager Darryl Sutter. "In 
the end it was something both sides were 
comfortable with. Ultimately it comes 
down to the player wanting to play on a 
good team." 
Sutter has made some of the best 
signings in the league lately. He got 
captain Jarome lginla to agree to a five-
year contract extension for $35 million. 
lginla would have received close to 
the maximum as an unrestricted free 
agent. Sutter also signed building block 
defenseman Robyn Regehr to a five-year 
agreement for $3.5 one-year extension, 
far below market value for a defenseman 
of Regehr's calibre. All-world goaltender 
Mikka Kiprusoff was inked to a six-
year deal for $35 million, again far less 
than he would have received outside of 
Calgary. 
At the time of his signing, Phaneuf 
has scored 44 goals with 88 assists for 
132 points in 214 games played. He is 
also made the NHL's all-rookie team in 
2006 and has played in both the 2007 
and 2008 NHLAII-Star Games. 
Where Are They Now? 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
Cam Neely: 
The legendary Boston Bruins power forward, who was inducted into the Hockey 
Hall of Fame in 2005, had to retire from the game due to a degenerative hip 
condition in 1996. 
After retiring, Neely's #8 was retired by the Bruins, and he became very 
active in charitable causes. He established the Cam Neely foundation, which 
offers accommodations to the families of cancer patients in New England. 
These days, the 42-year-old, British Columbia-born Neely is heavily 
involved in running the Bruins, and currently serves as the team's vice-president 
of operations. 
Jordan, 44, is retired from basketball for good after two separate comebacks, 
completing the most storied career in NBA history. He first called it quits in 1993 
before returning to the Bulls in 1995. 
Jordan would retire again before making a comeback with the Washington 
Wizards for the 2001-2002 season. He finally ended his championship career in 
2003. During his first season of play for the Wizards, Jordan donated his salary to 
the families of September 11 victims. 
Since retirement, Jordan briefly dabbled in Wizards management, but his 
tenure there ended on a sour note. In 2006 he purchased half of the Charlotte 
Bobcats. Also in 2004 Jordan bought a professional closed-course motorcycle 
racing team, and owns it to this day. 
Perhaps what Jordan is most famous for outside of basketball is his enduring 
image as a Nike spokesman, and the man responsible for the "Air Jordan" 
sneakers. 
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Hulk Hogan: 
Once one of the most recognizable celebrities in the world, the days of Hulkamania 
have now passed by. Still, Hogan, 54, is without a doubt one of the most famous 
wrestlers of all time. Since his retirement from the ring he has pursued a number 
of projects, including co-hosting American Gladiators, which airs on Monday 
nights. 
While Hogan is no longer apart of the WWE, he has made sporadic appearances 
for different professional wrestling promotions. He is currently in the process of 
establishing his own wrestling federation to come into direct competition with 
Vince McMahon's company. 
Phil Esposito: 
"Espo," 65, is one of the most prolific and well-respected players in hockey 
history. 
Esposito was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1984 after a remarkable 
18-season career with the Boston Bruins and New York Rangers that included two 
Stanley Cup titles. In 1987, the Bruins retired his #7 jersey. 
After retiring from hockey, Esposito became the Rangers' head coach and 
general manager for three years in the 1980s. He would also become the driving 
force behind the creation of the Tampa Bay Lightning franchise in 1992, and 
served as the team's first president and general manager. He would hold these twin 
positions until stepping down in 1998. 
Esposito now does commentary for the Lightning home games in Tampa. 
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WE HAVE THE CAREERS, 
YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITIES. 
The Canadian Forces offer you over 100 full- and part-time job opportunities in 
stimulating environments. Whether close to home or abroad. the Forces offer you : 
• A wide range of careers in professional fields and technical trades 
• Training programs throughout your career 
• Financial aid for your studies 
To find out more. visit our Website or your local Canadian Forces recruiting centre. 
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Choice is freedom 
other, harder drugs. 
There's many other reasons to 
legalize pot; once it's sold legitimately, 
we can start taxing it, which could either 
increase government revenues, or cause 
other taxes to decline. Likewise, once 
it's being sold legitimately, we can start 
controlling the product itself, and make 
sure no bad weed hits the streets; prison 
populations will fall, and the RCMP and 
other police services can start worrying 
about real offenders instead of someone 
with a few joints. 
In the end, I think the best reason to 
end prohibition is because prohibition is 
not just the War on Drugs, it's a war on 
regular citizens. Prohibition is an attack 
against our freedom of choice, and our 
freedom of control over our own bodies. 
Canada is a progressive nation, and as 
a progressive nation, I like to think that 
Canada avoids war whenever possible; 
even when the war is against drugs. 
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Pot Prohibition the true root of 
many social ills 
Recent studies have shown teenage drug 
use is falling . While this can hardly be 
thought of as a total victory, it makes it 
much more difficult for people to label 
the war on drugs as a failure. 
Legalizing weed, 
or any other drug, is not a good route 
to take. It does nobody any good and 
there are far too many negative aspects 
to make it even remotely a good choice. 
Health problems, addiction possibilities 
and the consensus of knowing we didn 't 
do the right thing are just a few of the 
reasons for keeping pot illegal. 
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The ''Other'' News 
Communist Rebels Overthrow 
President of Sleep Country 
"Salty" 
Liam Britten 
resident all-star 
PILLOWSBURG,SLEEPCOUNTRY-
After weeks ofheavy fighting, communist 
forces entered Sleep Country's capital 
of Pillowsburg this week, declaring 
themselves to be "in control" of the 
country. 
The troubled South American 
republic has been in the midst of a civil 
war between government forces and the 
National Army of the People (N.A.P.). 
N.A.P. is a loose coalition of rural 
peasants, anarchists, communists, and 
junior floor salespeople. They have been 
fighting guerrilla-style warfare with the 
government, under the leadership of 
Anna Maria de Silva, Chairwoman of 
the Revolutionary Council. 
"For too long, the iron grip of the 
despot Christie McGee has ruined our 
precious homeland," said de Silva 
during a speech to a cheering crowd at 
the National Congress Building. "For too 
long, McGee's policy of blow-out prices 
has benefitted only the rich, and never 
the proletariat. Comrades, we have toiled 
too long for the bourgeois oppressors, 
and for what? How long must we make 
their beds before they start making our 
nation?" 
However, while the rebels are in 
control of much of the capital's territory, 
holdout government forces are still in the 
city's limits, and have engaged the rebels 
in bloody street fighting. 
"Attention citizens, remain calm! 
The government is still in control of the 
nation," said the government's Minister 
of Information, Antonio Salazar, 
during a radio 
address from 
an undisclosed 
location. "Even 
now, the rebels 
are retreating! 
The government 
will win the day, 
but it is up to the 
citizens to make 
the difference! 
Take arms, fight 
the traitorous 
N.A.P. forces! 
The government 
still holds much 
of the city, 
including the 
entire supply of 
Tempurpedic 
foam, the 
miracle Swiss 
foam developed 
for the space 
program, now 
availableforbeds 
everywhere! 
Viva Sleep Country! Viva Presidente 
McGee!" 
For her part, President-for-Life 
McGee was believed to be killed during 
an assassination attempt last week. 
However, she has recently resurfaced 
in Casa Del Siesta, a small city near the 
nation's border. Casa Del Siesta has been 
declared the new capital, and McGee has 
formed a new cabinet, and government 
forces appear to be preparing for a last 
stand there. 
"My fellow citizens, do not fear; order 
will soon be restored to our homeland," 
said McGee in a televised address 
yesterday. "This 
government 
will not 
negotiate with 
terrorists, and 
we have no 
intention to 
surrender. The 
fighting will be 
hard, but take 
heart; we are 
not alone in our 
fight against the 
red menace. We 
have friends in 
the international 
community. For 
example, the 
Prime Minister 
of Fabric Land 
has pledged 
air support 
to our cause, 
and Circuit 
Citystate will 
send ground 
forces within 
the week. We will continue our policy of 
great savings, starting with a super sale 
on all '07 stock, and all Serta and Sealy 
mattresses. Everything must go, except 
our national unity." 
McGee then led the nation in 
singing the national anthem, "Why Buy 
a Mattress Anywhere Else?" 
Police Say Smelt It Dealt It 
By Laura Kelsey 
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VANCOUVER, BC-
Police have caught a man 
suspected of causing an 
early morning explosion 
last Wednesday, 
February 13. The blast 
obliterated the Broadway 
Street Taco Del Mar, and 
caused major damage to 
surrounding businesses, 
including a Starbucks 
and an adjoining dollar 
store. 
Initially thought to be 
an of terrorism, the police 
now say the explosion 
was the accidental 
result of a break-in gone 
wrong. 
"The suspect broke in 
to raid the cash register," 
said Det. Brock Coxalot. 
"But he made the mistake 
of lighting a match to see 
his way around inside, 
instead of using a flashlight." 
Coxalot explained that years of dormant 
methane gas had built-up in the Mexican 
food establishment. "The guy didn't 
have a chance," he said. 
The suspect, Denis Smeltit, 25, was 
made available for comment from his 
hospital bed at Vancouver General. He is 
being treated for second-degree bums to 
40 per cent of his body. 
"I blame the beans," said Smeltit. "If 
I had just stuck to robbing burger joints 
instead of going spicy I wouldn't be 
here right now. But no, I had to listen to 
my friends who kept making fun of me, 
calling me the 'Burger-ler.' Now look 
at me; I'm more toasted than a chicken 
quesadilla." 
The owner of Taco Del Mar, D. 
Sanchez, said the franchise will rebuild. 
"'Delicious' may be our middle 
name, but so is 'Diligence,"' said 
Sanchez. "We won't let this hooligan 
stop us; we'll show the world what our 
tacos are made of." 
"Salty" Liam Britten 
saltyliam@gmail.com 
However, many observers feel that 
McGee's optimism may be misplaced. 
Government soldiers are rapidly 
defecting to the rebel cause, and the 
Revolutionary Council has begun 
nationalizing the nation's precious 
bowling ball-resistant pocket spring 
production factories. De Silva has been 
declared the new President, and has 
changed the country's name to "The 
Democratic People's Republic of Sleep 
Country." Experts outside the country 
feel the rebels have already won, but 
fear the revolution could destabilize the 
region. 
"There's no doubt that the emergence 
of another socialist state in South 
America has profound implications for 
the region," said Professor Kenneth 
Mills, Director of Latin American 
Studies at the University of Toronto. 
"This could be the spark that sets of 
the region, especially considering the 
growing unrest in the Commonwealth of 
Ikea." 
But Professor Mills feels that the 
new government may experience severe 
problems with non-regional trading 
partners. "The United States has always 
been Sleep Country's biggest trading 
partner, and they are certainly loathe 
to deal with socialist governments. 
They could push for sanctions at the 
UN, or even worse, simply start buying 
mattresses at the Brick, a staunch 
American ally in South America." 
Added Mills: "Let's face it, their 
prices are lower, and that nation's king 
was installed by the CIA only two years 
ago." 
Investigators believe there were more 
than 102 PPM of methane gas lingering 
in the Taco Del Mar. Although such 
gas is non-toxic to inhale, the smell of 
the built-up gas was covered up by the 
exceptionally fragrant food available at 
the restaurant. 
"Sometimes our food smells like 
fart ," admitted Sanchez. "There are a lot 
of beans in our burritos." 
Experts agree that beans, although 
good for your heart, will cause excessive 
flatulence that, in severe cases, can 
become explosive around open-flame. 
Smeltit claims that he can't be solely 
responsible for the explosion since 
hundreds of patrons had also contributed 
to the toxic time bomb. 
"There's no way we could sort 
out whose toots are whose," said Det. 
Coxalot. "I don't think the technology is 
available yet. Besides, the offending gas 
was burned up in the fireball, taking our 
evidence with it." 
CYBER DUCK 
INCONSISTENT BIOMIX 
TOP 5 CAUSES OF 
WINTER COLDS 
Many Canadians suffer from flu and colds at this time of 
year. What are the main causes of these seasonal affiictions? 
s .......... That day you decided to go commando. 
4 .......... Witchcraft. 
3 .......... Your ill-fated decision to dine at Crazy Bob's All-
You-Can-Eat Old People's Used Kleenex Barn. 
2 ......... .Sharing the bong with that guy who claimed his 
sniffling was "just allergies." 
l.. ........ Children and their disgusting, disgusting hands. 
TOP 5 REJECTED NHL 
EXPANSION TEAMS 
The NHL has been talking recently about expansion to 
locales such as Las Vegas, Kansas City, and even returning 
to Winnipeg. What proposed cities' teams are being taken 
less credibly? 
S .......... The Whistler Douchebags. 
4 .......... The Thunder Bay Crack Rocks. 
3 .......... The Seattle Overdosers. 
2 .......... The San Francisco Packers. 
1 .......... The Wisconsin Future Bankruptcy. 
solution, tips and computer 
programs at www.sudoku.com 
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EASY# 14 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row. every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 
through 9. That means that no 
number is repeated in any row, 
column of box. 
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